Characteristics of health interventions: a systematic analysis of the Austrian Procedure Catalogue.
The Austrian Procedure Catalogue contains 1,500 codes for health interventions used for performance-oriented hospital financing in Austria. It offers a multiaxial taxonomy. The aim of this study is to identify characteristics of medical procedures. Therefore a definition analysis followed by a typological analysis was conducted. Search strings were generated out of code descriptions regarding the heart, large vessels and cardiovascular system. Their definitions were looked up in the Pschyrembel Clinical Dictionary and documented. Out of these definitions, types which represent characteristics of health interventions were abstracted. The three axes of the Austrian Procedure Catalogue were approved as well as new, relevant information identified. The results are the foundation of a further enhancement of the Austrian Procedure Catalogue.